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Civil Security, 
e 


CON 


concern d in the 


CONCERNING on 


Occaſional Conformity. 


1 


nion is the Invention of the Jeſuits, who 
finding honeſt and fair means unſucceſsful 


in Communion with thoſe whom they themſelves de- 
nounc'd Damnation to, as Hereticks : This way they 
hoped to corrupt and divide thoſe whom they were 


not a ble to convince or perſwade : To this > an 5 


ner and others of their School Divines, have di 


very hard againſt St. Paul, who ſays, That Evil is not 
to be done that Good may come of it, I ſhall not here en- 
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'CCASIONAL Conformity or Commu” 


againſt the Reformation, which they labour'd 
to ſubvert, gave their Scholars leave to mix and join 


(2) 

ter into the Merits of their Cauſe, but only obſerve, 
that to ſerve a turn, they diſpence with that Practice 
ble in others. 1 of : 3 | 

This Practice has been rey d of late Tears by fome 
who pretend N Werse ke dr ineples of 
thoſe from whom they deri ved it: But whether they 
know, or not, the true Parentage and Original of thoſe 
Prineiples, for which ſome (who at prefent aſtecꝶ the 
Nam of tl beſt Proteſtants) contend now with great 
Vehemence ; the ſeſuits were however more modeſt in 
the Point than themſelves ; for the Jeſuits ſought only 
for a Reaſon of Diſpenſation with their Conſcience, 
theſe plead fora Right; between whom, the Difference 
in point of Modeſty. is much the ſame that it is be- 
tween a High-way Man and a Pick-pocket, one bullies, 
tother cheats you, both rob you. 

How a: Jeſuitical Shift became the facred Anchor 
and Refuge of a ſort of Proteſtants among us; who 
pretend the utmoſt Abhorrence of them arid their Prin- 
ciples, might afford matter of juſt wander and enqui- 
ry : But I ſhall rather examine into the Reaſon of the - 


Opinion, than the manner of its Tradition, and en- 


b 


Xcaſional Conformity truly lands. | 
The Diſſenters from the Church of. England, of 
what fort ſoever, have had the Addreſs to hedge in 
Conſuience to the Diſſerence. The buſineſs of this 
Paper ſhall be to ſhew, that as the Cale of Tolcration 


uire upen what foot the preſent. Diſpute concerning 


ſtands now amongſt us, Conſcience is no way inte- 


reſſed in the Eill againſt Occaſional Conformity, and 


by 1 


Caoaſrience may be defined, Opinion concerning 
aur Obligations in things Sacred or Moral: And this 
Definition will ( n reach any Caſe upon which 


Con- 


that our Civil Security is en engaged in it. 


g.:. 
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Conſcience may be pretended. I ſhall not enquire how 
far Conſcience may or ought to be indulg d by Pri- 
vate Perſons: Their Tenderneſs will extend as far as 
their own proper Rights or Whimſies can carry em; 
but the Queſtion is, how far it ought to be indulg'd 
to em by the Government. 

As Conſcience imparts no more than a Mans pri- 
vate Opinion, ſo it ought to be indulg'd no farther - 
than that Man's own proper private Concerns ; for it is 
abſurd to imagine, that any private Man's Opinion | 
ſhould govern another Man's Affairs, in which he 
has nothing to do; much more, that any Perſon, 
who is not intruſted with the whole and Supreme 
Power of the State, ſnould pretend by his Conſcience. 
to regulate the Publick.. 

From hence it follows, that every Man 's Conleience 
may be 4 juſt and a ſufficient Rule for his Actions, ſo 
far as they concern himſelf only, and his own Con- 
cerns, ſeparate and abſtracted 2 thoſe of other 
Men, whether conſider d in the aggregate as a Civil 
Society, or ſeverally as Individuals incorporated in 
ſuch Soeieties or Independencies. 

For the Right which entitles: any one Man to diſ- g 
poſe himſelf, and his own private Affairs, as he thinks 
fir, is common to every Man, and confequently' no 
one Man is ſubmitted to the Government or Direction 
of another without his own Conſent. | 

This muſt be underitood of ſueh Matters only as re- 
late to a Man's (elf, without interfering with the Publick, 
or diſturbing the Peace and Quiet ot any Neighbour. | 
For Men incorporated in Civil Societies, have by 
their own - Conſent, bounded their Liberty in relation 
to the Publick , and their Neighbours, and are no + 
longer free to act, but as the Low of the Lane mw 
ſuch Caſes ſhall Hire: 
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What has been ſaid here, implies a perfect Liberty 
of Conſcience in all Private Concerns; but in Mat- 
ters that concern the Publick, it ſhews that Private Con- 
ſcience (which is no more than Opinion) ought to 
ſubmit to ſuch Laws and Ordinances, as for the bet- 


ter Government of the Eſtate, are by Common Con- 


ſent Enacted. | | 

Our Saviour when he Commiſſioned his Apoſtles and 
Diſciples, gave them no Temporal Power, but or- 
der'd them wherever they came to ſubmit to the Civil 
Authority there in being. By which it is plain, that 
he did not intend that Conſcience ſhould be pleaded 


for any Diſturbance given to the Civil Government, 
upon how ſlender ſoever a Title that Government 


might be founded. | 

This leads me to conſider Two Things. 

Firſt, in what Caſes a Man may plead Conſcience, 
and be juſlifiable by it. 

Next, in what a Man may, and ought to be Pe- 
nally -adverted upon, notwithſtanding the Plea of 
Conſcience. 

acknowledge that every Man has a right to wor- 
ſhip God, and to adminiſter his own Domeſtick At- 
fairs as ſhall ſeem beſt to himſelf : But then he is 
not to extend this Authority farther than his own 
ſingle ſelf, or ſuch Rights as by the Common Autho- 
rity of the Eſtate or Society into which he is incor- 


porated, have been demiſed to him. 


t is plain therefore, that as to Acts of Religious 
Worſhip every Man may tor himſelf, or in his own 
proper Perſon, exerciſe them in ſuch manner as he 
ſhall think moſt agreeable to the Divine Pleaſure. 
But then he has no Right to preſcribe a Form to o- 
thers; becauſe his Conſcience can't be a Rule or Di- 
rection for other Men. | 


* 


it 


14 
It does not therefore follow, that no Common Rule 
or Form of Publick Worſhip can be eſtabliſhed. For 
tho in Matters of neceſſary. Belief or Practice, every 
Man is to be left to the Dictates of his own Conſcience; 


yet in all ſuch Matters, as being in themſelves otherwiſe 


indifferent, concern only Order, Peace, and Security, 
the Diſpoſition is abſolutely in the State or Civil 
Power. | 585 


The State 1s the only proper and competent Judge 


of what is requiſite to Order, Peace, and Security; 
and tho the Conſciences of many Private Perfons may 


except againſt the Conditions which the State ſhall im- 


poſe, yet have theſe Perſons no Reaſon to complain, 


if the Penalty of Non-Compliance' with thoſe Con- 
ditions tranſcend not an Incapacity for Truſt from 


that State or Power which enjoyns them. 


When Men are obliged thro' Fear of Corporal, or 


other Puniſhments, to be active in Matters, to which, in 
their Conſcience they cannot conſent, they may 


juſtly complain of Violence done to their Conſcien- 
ces: But when nothing more is put upon them tlian a 


bare Suſpenſion from ſuch Truſt as has been in all 
Times at the diſcretion and the diſpoſal of the State, 


and to which they can pretend no Private or Particular 


Right, they have no Reaſon to complain of — 


if they be excluded from that Truſt which they will 


not accept upon the neceſſary Conditions. 


If they plead that ſuch Incapacities are a Violation 
of their Natural Rights, as Freemen and Subjects; it 


may juſtly and readily be anſwered, that as-ſuch they 


have no ſuch Right. For ſuch Truſt being abſolutely” 


and neceſſarily in the Diſpoſition of the State, the State: 


has alſo tlie indiſputable Right of ' appointing the 


Conditions of Truſt, which he that refuſes cannot 


approve himſelf to be a good Subject, bor conſequent” 
0 


* 


ly fit for Truſt. 


2 


; ( 6 } 

+ To, bring theſe Things home to our ſelves and Mat- 
ters in preſent, Diſpute. . No Man can pretend to a 
Capacity for any Truſt, who reluſes the Canditions 
by La'y impos d upon that Truſt. 

_ whether the, Conditions end for Truſt by 
the Bill againſt Oocaſional Conformity be : ; equitable 
or not, is the Point in queſtion. ; 

if they bear hard upon any Man's Conſcioans; | 
will agree that they are not equitable. But if any 
Man ſhall pretend. Conſcicace where it is: not juſtly to 
be pleaded, I will then venture to ay that every ſuch 


Mulan is ſo far factious or a Sciſmatick; as he ſhall. ob- 


ſtinately inſiſt upon that Plea farther, than it conceras 
himſelf as his own Private Actions only. 
For if any Man ſhall not be 2 to make 
his own Conſcience the Rule of his own Private A- 
ctions only, he may as well pretend to make it the 
Rule of every Man's, as of any Man's whatſoever, 
beſides himſelf. And as well aſſume to himſelf upon 
that ſcore the direction of the,” whole Sante, as of 
any particular part or member of it. 
It would perhaps be invidious to tecollect all the 
terrible inſtances. of the Miſchiefs of ſuch a Licence 
of Conſcience, Many of us remember, when Domi- 
nion being founded in Grace was made a Pretext by 
ſcdaſe that pretended to the greateſt meaſure of it, to 
act thoſe Villanies that all the reſt of Mankind (how- 
ever corrupt they may be) declared their Abhorrence 
; and we know like wiſe, that the ſame Pretenders 
to — . it alſo. a claim to Property. And the 
Cale. Will be always the ſame, while any Man may 
| — in — — apes Publick Ordinan-· 
own private Spirit, t. Or Conſcie 
for all theſe have been, and will be uſed to the — 
Parpoſ, 4 ſuch Pretences may be allowed. to hana 
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I, would... therefore ask Ck that. ſtickle againſt, 
this Bill, againft Occaſional Conformity. whether a- 
ny of them, can find in it any Oppreſſion of Con 
n 

Thave already ſhewed that Civil Truſt js not to 
be Committed bo any Perſon, who refuſes. the Cdn.” 
ditions}; that are Impoſed by thoſe that have a Le. 

gal Authority to appoint ſach Conditions; eſpecially” 
when ſuch N have nothing Varighteous, or 
Ine uitable ! in 2 

If this Bill bal debafr-d a y Man of His pear 
Right: If it had compelPd him to compfy with ſu 
things as his Guten could not allow him to com- 
ply with ; ; Tf it had deny'd him the Liberty of Wor: 
ſhipping God after his own Manger , there knew 
have been fone Reafon of Compfa ant. r 

But when neither God's Service ! 15 obſtruged, not 

any Man's Right is infring'd; it is hard to ſhew what 
any fort of Men ſhould have to complain of. 
At has been already taken notice, * hav Cn Thiſts 
dre (and ought not Ulber ite) to be committed to any 
Perſons, than upon ſuch Terms as the Publick n may 
be ſecured in. 

By the Pablick is meant, The Antitas and Legal 
Conſtitution: of any State whatſbever and into foch 
a Conſtitution Ws every" thing that the Laws of 
the 12 have Eſtabliſh'd as unviolable and unal- 
terable. 

In Erg land the Church of En gland 45 by rag Bha- 
bd, is ſo ſettled, and is conſequently as, much 4 
Part of our Civil Conſtitution, as any one Meraber 
of it whatſoever. 


_ therefore that deſire a Fart 'of LE; 9 20 


— 


89 
m9 cs of theChupeh of England, deſire a Truſt which 
they are, not willing to give any Satisfaction that they 
are qualifi*d for; and do indeed, at the ſame time, 
convince every indifferent Man, that they are not to 
be, truſted with: For he that deſires a Truſt, and, at 
the ſame time, refuſes to ſubmit to the Conditions ne- 
ceſſary to ſuch a Truſt, does very plainly declare him- 
ſelf unfit for that Truſt. | EEE bone ales 
From hence this fair Inference may be raiſed, That 
as the Church of England is a Part of the Civil Con- 
ſtitution of this Realm, ſo no Body is to be intruſted 
wath any part of the Civil Power, who does not give 
ſulficient Satisfaction, that he is no Enemy to - 4 
Co itution. 1 „ 144 ls hat N gait) 
"Gar Berne, therefore, and thoſe that ii this be- 
half labour for an Exemption. from the Conditions 
preſcribed, by the Occaſional Conformity Bill, have 
- —— he rg 75 good array to our Con- 
turen; unleſs. they will own themſelves not 10 un- 
Ran it; and. conſequent! much. leſs to be tru- 
ſted with the Maintenanee of it. 

If they plead Tenderneſs of Conſcience; Why 
uld they ſue. for. Offices, Places, and Truſts, of 
which they. muſt own chemlelves incapable, unleß 
they, would, in Plain Engliſh, own to thoſe of the 


CThlirch of England, Thar they deſire them to be 
Cr = 


quiet, till they can lay *em aſi $5 2 
Whether the true Sons of that Church think it rea- 
Jgahle to wait their Leiſure, I pretend not to deter- 
kuine; but if they do, I dare venture) to propheſie, 
at the other Party will not be fo well bred, as to 
e Eos God. aber bis en ef i e 
T, ſerve. God alter. his own, Way, is what evt 
Wha { 4 to 121 Right to; becauſe xd 
N Miſchie 


(9 1 
iſchieſs and Danger ariſing, from Erraur or N eglect 
ep that Service, redound only to himſelf. But in'the 
Service of Civil States, aoy Man's Negligence, "Vit. 
faithfulneſs or Unskilfulneſs affect the Publick, and 
uſually hurt others more than himſelf, For this Rea. 
ſon it is, that certain Conditions are ot ought x6 be 
appointed, which muſt be comply d wit by alt Per. 
ſons, who pretend tobequalifi'd for ſuch Service.” Bah 
tho? a Man, who does accept of the Saen 
after he is admitted into Truùſt, neglectt lle Rea 
on, and thereby diſappoint the Fa and Uſe Gr em; 
which is an Evil too frequent, and too hard to be pra: 
_ vided againſt : Yet certainly the Man, who. before; 
hand Sreſts himfelf difſatisfi'd with em, gives tog 
plain Hints, that he does not inten, to be over rige: 
rous in the Diſcharge of his Duty, for any, SG, 
vernment or Man to truſt 
It is true, Conditions may be hard, and. even a 
honeſt,; yet no Man can complain that he is. wagng'd 
by Sa vhile he is at liberty to take or r FF 5 
oyment, as he 1 EE 
Were our Dſſeaters under any Penal Obligation 
enter into the Extraordinary Service of the Sor, 
Jt, were au by Cont 78. 75 % e den 
ng. they; could not comply a bbc 
wha me Cauſe to comp 1 4 1 0 etherwiſe they 
have no manner of colour, nick 8 hey ſhaw 
chemſelves to have ſome Right, or Property in thoſe 
A017 of, Truſt, other: than is deri wal om em the Gy 
and rar off of t] 5 Civil P de 2 For he un 
"it ing from the mere Grace of another 
. uch Terms as the Donor thinks Phu * 
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„ | 28 
thoſe Terms be ſuch as he does not like; becauſe he 
is at his liberty to Accept or Refuſe. __ 

But this is not the Caſe of the Engliſh. Non. Con- 
formiſſs, No hard uncquitable Terms are impoſed 
upon em; nothing is required of 'em, more than 
is abſolutely Neceſſary for the Security, and Conti- 
Nuance, of that Power, Intire from whence all Civil 
Truſtsare, and mult be derived in this Nation. For 
as the Church of Eng land is Incorporated with, and 
made a Part of our Civil Conſtitution; It was but 
neceſſary, ſince we have ſo many Proſeſsd Enemies 
to it among us, to Incapacitate from doing Miſchief 
all that ſhould: avow. themſelves ſuch ; and to re- 
quire of every Perſon, that Sues for a Truſt, ſucli 
an Aſſutance that he ſhall, not employ FAO way 
to the Prejudice of the Church of Eng land, as we may 
reſt Intirely ſecure upon. © eo 
Now whether this Security be belt attained: ta 
by. obliging all, thoſe that Enter inta Office, to give 
à formal Writing, under Hand and Seal, in the Na- 
ture of a Declaration, or by an Oath 'to be taken; 
or by a Statuto y Obligation, to an Actual and Con- 
ſtant Conformity, to the Worſhip and Diſcipline of 
the Church, and what Penalty ouglit to be Laid upon 
the ' Breach of any of theſe Obligations, 1 
any of thefe feverally, or all togetlrer, be a ſuffici- 
cient Security, is a Confideration better Suiting the 
Wiſdom of a. Parliament, than of any private Man. 
Our Proteſtant Diſſenters, do all of them Unani- 
mouſly agree, that the Roman Catholiut cannot be 
Paid under too great Penalty, and Tncapacity. The 
Reaſon they give for it, is, that they are Enemies to 
the Proreſtinrs Religion, and Name, gn, cog 
9,35 oF 3 a 7 
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ly wiſh and endeavour the Extirpation of em. They 
further alledge, that no Promiſſory Obligation, ought 
to be taken as Sufficient from a Roman Catholick, Be- 
cauſe his Church, Pretending a Power of Diſpenſa- 
tion, with ſuch Obligation, and Abfolution for the 
Breach of em, No ſuch Obligations can be depend- 
ed upon, | 2 un in 

If this Reaſoning be good againſt the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, Jam apt to think it will bear hard upon moſt 
of our, Diſſeaters, who Call themſelves Proteſfants. 
For if it be Lawful for us to diſarm the Roman Cx- 
tholicks, becauſe they are our Enemies, upon the 
Score of Religious Diffèrence, it is no leſs Lawfut 
to do the fame by our Proteſtant Diſſenters , upon 
the ſame Account. It is no uncharitable- Suggeſtion, 
to ſay, that the Latter deſite our Deſtruction, as much 
as the Former. The Uſage our Church received from 
em between the Years 40, and 60. here in Exglan d, and 
our Siſter Church of Scotland, from Men of the fame 
Profeſſion, and Principtes there, from the Year 88. 
to this preſent time, have been a ſufficient Taſte of 
their Kindneſs, and Indulgence tous, as Proteſtants; and 
liow far they would Tollerate us, werethe Power in 
„ , ee 

If r reat Regard ought to be Had to 
'em as Proteſtants, who pretend to no Power of Di- 
ſpenſation with Promiſfory Obligations. appeal: to the 
Writings and Practice of their Prieſts and Party in the 
Caſe of Occaſional Communion; and ſhall leave it to 
the judgment of every Sincere and Impartial Chrifti> - 
an, whether he, who for an Office partakes of a Sacra. 
ment which he thinks Damnable, and- Draws near is 
God with his Lips, when he is fur from it in his" Heut: 
Ar he that Offers himfelf to the Sactament as a Teſt — | 


(-12 ) 
his Affection to, and Zgal for the Church, he then 
Communicates with; and knows at the ſame time, that 
be has neither; but does it only to evade the Force and 
Meaning of the Law, muſt not have ſome Mental Re- 
ſervation, andl be as Errant Hy pocrites, Equivocators and 
Impoſtors, as any Jeſuit of them all? If then neither 
their Affections nor their Faith be more to be Rely'd 
2 what Reaſon for their different Treatment which 
t edu ? Hor if theſe Differences be Matter of Pure 
Conſcience, why ſhould not the Roman Catholicks be al- 
low'd the Benefit of Conſcience, as well as any other Per- 

{ons If theybe Matters of Civil Cognizance, what Rea- 

ſon for Exempting them who are equally Dangerous ? 
That Conformity, as far as it is a Qualification for 
Civil Truſt, is a / Mel meerly of Ciyil Juriſdiction, 

is already ſufficiently prov'd. And therefore that by 

the Civil Authority, any Perſon who ſhall not Conform 
may, without Injuſtice, be excluded from Truſt. And 

I hope there is ng, occaſion at this time a- day, either 

to Prompt, or Caution our Legiſlators in any thing, 

that is neceflary for the Security of any Part of our 
Conſtitution, and conſequently of our Church, for 
which they have been with Reaſon ſo lately Allarm'd. 

That the Church of Exgland is a Part of our Ciyil 
Conſtitution, appears plainly encrgh>irom ker alpates, 

as ſuch, being admitted to Sitt and Ack in our Parlia- 

\ mints. The Biſhops in Right of their Biſhopricks, take 
their Seats in the Houſe of Lords, and have equal Li- 
berty of Voting with the Temporal Peers. The In- 
fteriour Paſtors of our Church, tho they have not, for 
Many weighty Reaſons, Perſonal Seſſion in the Houſe 

of Commons, yet have they upon the Account of their 
Spiritualities, à Right of Voting in all Elections for 
Cavprrigs,and conſequently areas much Reyrelenteftby 
| rhe 
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(13) ; 
the Members Choſen, as any: Free-holders whatſoc- 
ver. If therefore the Members ſo Choſen, ſhall witting- 
ly do or ſuffer to be done, any thing Prejudicial to the 
juſt Rights-of the Church 
Quually guilty of a Breach of Truſt; as if they had 


knowingly given up any other Part of our Conſtituti- 


on. And in this they are perhaps ſo much the leſs Ex- 


cuſable, in that it is not ſo eaſie to plead. Ignorance; : 
the Rights and Intereſts of the Church and Clergy, 
being more diſtinctly Known, and more eaſily Com- 
prehended, than thoſe of any other Part of the Body. 


Palitick. . 


I hope this may ſuffice, at leaſt; till J hear ſome ſuf. 
ficient Anſwer.. As for thoſe who pretend a Tender- 


neſs for the Name of Proteſtant, and Indulgence of La- 


titude to all that bear it. I deſire em to conſider, That 


while they ſhew- ſuch an unſeaſonable Fondneſs for the 


Proteſtant, they ſpoil the Chriſtian. For tho? as has 


been already granted, Conſcience. is to be abſo- 


lutely free, as to all things relating to its Private ſelf; 


yet when it ſhall grow Turbulent and Mutinous, and 


either diſturb the Peace, or threaten Dangers to the 
Security of the Publick Weale ; it not only may, but 


ought then to be adverted on with ſuch Severities, as 


the Importance of the Caſe, and the Danger of the 


Example ſhall require. 


I hope no one thinks theſe few Words, Either 
uncharitable or unneceſſary; the Former I am ſure 


they cannot be, and the Latter I pray God they 
may. 


FINIS. 
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